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The Bureau of Conveyances examines, records,
indexes, and microfilms over 344,000 Regular
System and Land Court documents and maps,
issues Land Court Certificates of Title; certifies
copies of matters of record, and researches
Uniform Commercial Code requests.

STATE OF HAWAI'I  BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES



The State of Hawai'i Bureau of Conveyances
is located in the Kalanimoku Building in
downtown Honolulu. Researching and
retrieving documents from the Bureau must
be done in-person.
 
Effective October 2020, visits to the Bureau
are made by APPOINTMENT only.
If you plan to make an in-person visit to the
Bureau you can schedule an appointment
online with the link below...

STATE OF HAWAI'I  BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES

https://calendly.com/bureau-of-conveyances

https://calendly.com/bureau-of-conveyances
https://calendly.com/bureau-of-conveyances


Indexed historical records
Digitized records that are not indexed
Online genealogies
Scanned books

FamilySearch International is a nonprofit
organization primarily funded by The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
FamilySearch.org is an online website that
houses genealogical records that can be used for
family history and research. This site includes;

https://www.familysearch.org/en/



Deeds and other records in Hawaiʻi 1844-1900
Indexes 1845-1917
Associated Deeds 

Within the FamilySearch repository, you can find
documents from the Bureau of Conveyances. These
documents include; 

The Bureau of Conveyances documents that are
housed on FamilySearch is limited to documents
originating from the time of the Māhele, 1845 to the
early 1900s. Anything after the early 1900s, can only
be obtained in-person by visiting the Bureau in
Honolulu.

BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES DOCUMENTS



Go to
FamilySearch.org and
create a free account.

2 Click on the SEARCH tab and click CATALOG
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From Catalog, click on KEYWORDS
Type in "Bureau of Conveyances"
Click SEARCH
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Click on the first search result that is
displayed, "Deeds and other records
(Hawaii), 1844-1900; index, 1845-1917"
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You will be prompted to "click here"
DO NOT CLICK. Continue to scroll down the
page until you see "FILM / DIGITAL NOTES."
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6 Film / Digital Notes are organized by island,
date, and alphabetized by Grantee or Grantor
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*Reminder, this website only houses documents starting from the Māhele, 1845 to the
early 1900s. For any documents after the 1900s, you will need to visit the Bureau of
Conveyance building in Honolulu.



The Grantee is the individual who the
property is given to. The Grantee is
the recipient. 

Grantee vs Grantor
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The Grantor 
is the individual who has given rights or

interests of a property to another person
or entity. The Grantor is the one giving.



7 Scroll through and select the index you'd like to
search through. In order to view the index
pages, click on the camera icon on the far right.
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8 After clicking on the "camera icon" you will be redirected to
original scans of the index pages. You can navigate through
the index by manually selecting each page or typing in the
image number.
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9 When you click on the scanned image, you will see two pages of an open
book. The Island that the book references is titled at the top of the page.
The left side of the book will list the Grantee, Grantor, and the Date the
transaction was made.

STEPS TO FINDING BUREAU OF CONVEYANCES DOCUMENTS
HOW TO READ THE INDEX

The right side of the book lists the Book, Page, and Date of Record of the
deed, information on the land Awarded, and the Situation of the Land
which includes the Name of Land, District, and Island.



10 Once you find the kupuna or ʻāina you are researching, take note of the
information listed. You can also download or print the page to begin
building the moʻokūʻauhau of ʻāina and piecing together its story.

In the example below, Awana, also possibly listed in other documents as Awon is noted as the grantee.  Awana
was given 5 loʻi by Wahaeku, the grantor. This transaction was made on July 1, 1863 and the deed can be found
in Book 22, Page 430, recorded in January 26, 1867. The Situation of the Land is not listed.
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11 Looking at the information provided in the index, take note of the Book
Number, Page, and Date of Record. You will use this information to find
the Deed attached to the parcel of land you are researching.

Book #: 22
Page #: 430
Date Recorded: January 26, 1867
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12 Go back to the Film / Digital Notes page and scroll down
the list of Island indexes until you see "Deeds." Find the
Book Number that matches the ʻāina you are researching
and click on the camera icon to open.

Ex. Book 22
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13 Scroll through the thumbnail images until you find
the Book Number you are looking for. (Ex. Book 22)

It is important to note that Page Number does NOT equate to Image Number.
You will have to manually search for the corresponding book and page number.
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14 Carefully scroll through the pages of the book until
you find the corresponding page number you are
looking for. The page number is located on the
upper left-hand corner of the page.
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15 Search through the page until you find the deed you are looking
for. You can download or print the document and add it to your
file. If you plan to use FamilySearch again to find this document,
it is a good idea to take note of the Image Number. When looking
for this document again, you can simply type in the Image
Number instead of scrolling through the pages.
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